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be allowed to be present at the examinations. Trhe
alteration, however, which has been made in the com-
position of the Council, seems to render it even more
desirable than before, in order to obviate some possible
jealousies and interferences between the different
orders of the profession, that no one should have an
absolute right to be present at the examinations, unless
deputed by the Council for that purpose.
As regards the arrangements for General Registra-

tion, the College observes with satisfaction, that the
Register is now expressly ordered to be received as
evidence in Courts of Law. It does not seem, however,
sufficiently clear, whether the Supplemental Register,
provided by the amended Bill, is intended to contain
the names of all persons now legally practising, as well
those with general as those with only local privileges.
Those also who are entered on the Supplemental
Register, should be required to send in annually their
names and places of abode, as ordered by a previous
Clause wiith respect to the Register.

In some points the Bill has been amended to the
satisfaction of the College. In particular the College
approves of Physicians and Surgeons being compelled
to enrol themselves in the College of the country in
which they practise, under the penalty of being struck
off the Register. Also of a penalty for false pretences
of qualification being imposed by clause 38, not only
on persons unregistered, but on those also who should
use a name or title belonging to a class in the Registry
to which they do not belong.

In conclusion, the College ventures to express a
hope that Sir James Graham may find it possible to
modify the Bill in accordance with the views which
have now been respectfully offered. For thus, in the
judgment of the College, it is likely to be productiveof
greater advantage to the profession and the public than
can justly be expected from it under its present form.!

FRANCIS HAWKINS, Registrar.t

RETROSPECTIVE OPERATION OF THE
MEDICAL BILL.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL A4D
SURGICAL JOURNAL.

SIR,
I am glad' to find the Graduates of our Universitfes

are beginning to see the degradation in store for them,
in case the new Medical Bill, as it now stands, becomes
law.

In your last number, a " Graduate, &c." asks, "Is
it fair, is it right, to make any law retrospective'?"
He then goes on to state that graduates must either
give up their titles or their practice, for if they dare to
continue the prefix " doctor " to their names, they will
be mulcted in a heavv penalty; and if 'they register as
physicians they cannot recover by law the charges
of an apothecary. And here, Sir, the grievance with
a great number will not end, for how many general
practitioners are there who have obtained the degree
.of M.D., in case of declining health or premature old
age, consequent upon the exhausting and wearisome
nature of unceasing mental, and bodily toil, the lot
-of all who would be eminent in our profession; aiid
this very provision for retiring from the more' active
duties of a general practitioner to those of a physician,
which are comparatively easy, is to be filched from us,

if we do not bestir ourselves and make known the
obnoxious parts of the bill in the proper quarter. It
may be said that the law cannot deprive us of a well.
stored mind, the result of attentive observation and
practice; but we also know, that titles in the estima-
tion of the public gives us a particular standing, and
that once legally acquired ought not to be cruelly and
unjuistly taken away, to be resumed only by re-
examination and additional expense.

I think, Sir, there cannot be two opinions respecting
the maintenance of existing rights in the forthcoming
Medical Bill; and yet it is surprising that so much
apathy has existed among the graduates of British
Universities, as scarcely to have attracted attention
towards, until very lately, the grievous injustice
hanging over them.

I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,

ANOTHER GRADUATE AND MEMBER OF
THE ASSOCIATION.

CASE OF POISONING: CORONER'S INQUEST.
VERDICT OF FELO DE SE.

We copy the following extraordinary case as it
stands, together with a letter on the subject from
Mr. Trevor, of Dulverton, from the Exeter and

Plymouth Gazette. If the report be correct, it is
evident not only that the case was not duly investi-
gated, but that the verdict, whether in accordance with
the evidence or otherwise, was not the finding of the
jury, and consequently that any ulterior proceedings
adopted upon it were illegal. We trust that the matter
will not be allowed to rest, but that a due represen-
tation of the circumstances will be made to thS
proper judical authorities, and also to the Home
Secretary.

On Saturday, an inquest was held at the Sladi
Farm, West Anstey, before Mr. Partridge, a Coroner
for Devon, on the body of Elizabeth Tapp, a single
woman, lately living as servant at Slade Farm.
James Bucknell said he saw the deceased on Sunday

come down stairs and put a glass upon the dresser.
She then went out and lay upon a table in the court.
Charlotte Simons and he followed her into the court,
but she would not speak. She then went out in the
field and lay down on the grass. She struggled and
tore the grass from the ground, and kept vomiting
very much. She lay there for a minute or two, went
to the garden, and then came in and went up-stairs.
I sent for Betty Quick, and she came and went up-
stairs after her.

Elizabetb Quick said, on Sunday she saw Tapp oIL
the bed vomiting very much. About a quarter of an
hour after she said she did not know what she had
taken, she had taken something, and that trouble
made her do it. She picked up a bottle the next
morning from under her bed, with something
written upon it, like that now produced. The bottle
was nearly empty. Tapp said that is the bottle the
stuff caiAe out of that I took. I said what- is this
upon it? She said I wrote poison upon it. She diesl
during Thursday night.


